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As the flowering flax stretches upwards to the sunlight,
so do young children aspire to literacy.

In ages long past the capricious movements of the sun ruled the lives of  Maori.  A day might
pass in the moment a woman bent to stir the fire.  Nights might drag, generations-long.  The
people chafed and fretted.  There was no time to plan or to do the things they must.  Frustration
and tedium quenched their spirit.

Then out of the darkness rang the voice of Maui summoning his brothers.  "Enough of this
misery!  We are not slaves.  Together let us tame this tyrant sun!"
The brothers joined him eagerly.  In secret they began to work the sacred flax into many ropes
of great strength.  They gathered weapons for the fight.

At last the long-delayed dawn filtered through the forests.  The brothers leaped from hiding
to ambush the sun.  Their swirling ropes snared him and held him captive.
Taiaha and mere crushed his fiery pride.
The magic jawbone of Maui's grandmother beat him sore.
The tenacity of the flax held him fast.
The tyrant sun pleaded for his life.
"Aie-e-e! Stop! My strength is gone."

And that is how Maui captured the sun.  Slowly now and painfully the old enemy crept
across his pathway in the sky.  All the people watched him with jubilation.  They knew that
for evermore the days and nights would be dependable.  Now they could have time enough
for every task that had to be done, with ample time as well for learning and play and sleep
to refresh the spirit.

From the ancient Maori myth of the demi-god Maui, retold by Rosalie Lockwood



Tena ra katoa huihui mai i tenei wa
Greetings to you all who have assembled here at this time

Dear Colleagues
 
Welcome to the 5th International Reading Recovery Institute. Thank you for the
commitment which has brought you together to work on the challenging task of
improving literacy learning outcomes for children. We trust that the Institute will
be rewarding for you and for the children we all serve.
 
Very special thanks to our guest, keynote and featured speakers and to the Trainers,
Tutors and Teacher Leaders who will be presenting sessions during the week.  Special
thanks also to the international and local committees and many supporters who
have worked so hard to make this Institute a success.
 
Our theme for this week is "Catching the sun ~ Literacy success through early
intervention".  According to Maori legend, the demi-god Maui, frustrated by the
short days that gave the people no time to hunt or fish or tend their gardens, decided
to snare and slow the sun with specially woven flax ropes of great strength and
durability.  The phrase symbolises how learning to read and write, like slowing the
sun, opens up the world in many important ways; and how early intervention helps
to bring the prize of literacy within reach of the children for whom literacy learning
has initially been a challenge.

It is the hope of this International Institute to enhance practice, deepen understanding
and strengthen our resolve to ensure that all children have the opportunity to "catch
the sun" of literacy success.

Best wishes for a challenging, rewarding and enjoyable Institute.

Ann Ballantyne
Chair of the International Organising Committee, IRRTO

WELCOME

The 5th International Reading Recovery Institute is organised on behalf of the
International Reading Recovery Trainer Organisation (IRRTO).  Every three years
since 1992 IRRTO has mounted an international gathering of Reading Recovery
teachers, Tutors/Teacher Leaders/Trainers and Administrators. Institutes have
been held in USA, Australia, Canada and now New Zealand.

Reading Recovery Trainers guide the implementation of the intervention in each
country where Reading Recovery operates.  All Trainers worldwide have come
together to form an international collaborative organisation to provide research
and resource development and leadership in Reading Recovery.  IRRTO is an
independent network committed to maximising the availability of Reading
Recovery to any children who need literacy intervention in any country.

The organisation functions through an executive committee of five members with
representatives elected by members in each of the countries operating Reading
Recovery; United Kingdom, United States of America, Australia, Canada and
New Zealand.  The Trainers have developed plans for research and resource
development and work on projects through a range of committees.

The current Executive Board members of IRRTO are:

Mary Anne Doyle Chair of the Board (invited)
Christine Boocock New Zealand
Janice Farmer-Hailey Australia
Julia Douetil United Kingdom
Carol Lyons United States of America
Dianne Stuart Canada

There are 63 members of IRRTO representing 33 academic institutions across five
nations.

THE INTERNATIONAL
TRAINER ORGANISATION



Programme
You will find an overview of the three of days of the
International Institute in the centre of your
programme.  The three types of session: keynote
addresses, featured speaker sessions and seminars
are held in the ASB theatre in the Aotea Centre and
in the adjoining NZI convention centre (see map in
the back of your programme).

The meeting room for the administrator sessions,
except where otherwise specified, will be the
Reception Lounge on level two of the Town Hall,
across the square from the Aotea Centre. The reception
lounge is accessed through the double doors directly
opposite the Aotea Centre.

Seminar series A-E are intended for Reading Recovery
trained educators only.

Attendance at all sessions is limited to registered
participants with name tags.

If a room has reached its capacity, you will need to
choose another session.  For safety reasons, it is not
permissible to move chairs from one room to another.

Name tags
Country of origin flags are featured on the corner of
each name tag. The colours used to print the names
identify Reading Recovery Teachers (black),
Tutors/Teacher Leaders (green), Trainers (blue), and
Administrators (red). Name tags for special guests
of the Institute are violet.

Catering
Lunches, morning and afternoon teas, and the institute
reception and dinner are all included in the cost of
registration.

We warmly invite you to attend the institute reception
from 5.30pm on Friday evening in the BNZ foyer of
the Aotea Centre. Dinner will be served upstairs in
the Air New Zealand foyer at 7.00pm.

During the reception and dinner, glasses of wine or
non-alcoholic fruit punch will be available in exchange
for a pre-purchased NZ$5 ticket.

One complimentary beverage ticket is provided with
your name tag.

Additional tickets may be purchased throughout
Thursday and Friday from the information desk (cash
only). It will be greatly appreciated if you purchase
beverage tickets in advance.

If you will not be attending the dinner please notify the
institute information desk as soon as possible.

Luggage storage
A luggage storage area will be available close to the
main entrance of the Aotea Centre on level two
(Owens Foyer) from 7.30am on Thursday 8th July
and 8.00am on Saturday 10th July.  Please contact the
information desk for more details. Luggage will be
stored at the owner’s risk.

Telephones
Telephones are available on level two (Owens Foyer).
Both cash and cards can be used.

Parking
An early bird parking rate of $12 per day is available
between 9.30am and 7.00pm in the Civic Car Park
underneath the Aotea Centre. Early bird parking is
on level three only; enter the parking building from
Mayoral Drive or Grey’s Avenue and go down two
levels to level three. Use your parking ticket to lift
the barrier to the parking area. To qualify for the early
bird rate you must enter and pay before 9.30am and
exit by 7.00pm. Evening parking for the dinner on
Friday night is $2 per hour.

The Victoria Street parking building is further from
the Aotea Centre but has early bird parking for $10
a day if parked and paid before 9.00am and does not
have an evening cut-off time.

Medical Assistance
For minor first aid contact the information desk. The
nearest Accident and Emergency Clinic is located at
the Auckland Hospital, Grafton Road. In an
emergency the call-free number is 111.

Words of Caution
It is unfortunate that losses and thefts occur wherever
large numbers of people meet.  Please exercise
adequate care. Neither the Aotea Centre nor IRRTO
are responsible for losses or injuries that occur in
conjunction with this institute.

GENERAL INFORMATION



Connecting the outside 
literacies with the inside 
literacies in a child’s life
David Booth, Professor Emeritus of Education
at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education,
University of Toronto, Canada.

How can we build connections between the literacies
a child encounters outside school- at home and in the
community, with the literacies a child meets inside
school? What relationships will we help children
construct with electronic texts and paper texts, towards
the goal of making the most meanings with the multi-
texts that surround them?

Professor Booth teaches graduate courses in language
development, the arts, children’s literature and literacy
education. He is the author of many books for teachers
and parents, as well as several picture books for young
children. David Booth is a well-known and vibrant
speaker who has travelled through the world
celebrating the use of the best books for young people.

Keynote address
Friday 9th July 3:15- 4:30 ASB Theatre

Maximising struggling
learners’ potential
Carol Lyons, Professor Emeritus at the School
of Teaching and Learning at The Ohio State
University, U.S.A.

In this address five major principles about learning
and the learning process derived from recent research

in neuroscience are discussed and applied to teaching
struggling readers and writers.

Carol Lyons has taught graduate courses in cognition
and instruction, developmental and corrective reading,
language arts and teacher education. She has extensive
experience in classroom teaching, special education
and field based research. Carol is the co-author of
three books, two on Reading Recovery and another
on systems of change in literacy education. A recent
research interest has been the field of neuropsychology
of reading. In a recent publication Teaching Struggling
Readers: How to Use Brain Based Research to Maximize
Learning. Carol Lyons offers a new way of thinking
about how the mind develops and what teachers can
do to reach struggling readers.

Keynote address
Friday 9th July 8:30 - 9:45  ASB Theatre

Sustaining interventions: 
What follows from 
‘Catching the sun’
Stuart McNaughton, Professor of Education
and Director of the Woolf Fisher Research 
Centre at the University of Auckland, 
New Zealand.

The issue of the sustainability of early interventions
is discussed and several types of sustainability are
identified. One is that of building on an intervention’s
developmental impact. This is examined in a research-
based intervention for enhancing the teaching and
learning of comprehension in diverse urban schools.

Stuart McNaughton's research and teaching interests
are in developmental and educational psychology
and focus on the development of language and literacy
and the processes of education, socialization and
culture. Stuart’s publications include books on reading
and emergent literacy and papers on aspects of
teaching, learning and development in family and
school settings. His current research involves literacy
and language programmes and enhancing the
transition to school for diverse school populations.

Keynote address
Saturday 10th July 2:45- 4:00 ASB Theatre

The impact of Reading 
Recovery on everyday 
classroom practice:  
A legend of curricular 
impact
P. David Pearson, Dean of the Graduate 
School of Education at the University of 
California, Berkeley, U.S.A.

In his presentation, Professor Pearson offers his
perspective, albeit from the perspective of a research
university, on the positive influence of Reading
Recovery, not only on the performance of those
students most at risk but also on school curricula
and classroom practice.

As principal investigator for the Centre for the
Improvement of Early Reading Achievement at the
University of California, Professor Pearson's current
research focuses on issues of reading instruction

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS



and reading assessment polices and practices at
all levels - local, state and national. David is the
recipient of two distinguished awards for
outstanding contributions to reading research. He
has written and edited several books about research
and practice most notably the Handbook of Reading
Research.

Keynote address
Thursday 8th July 10:45- 12:00 ASB Theatre

Language as a resource 
and beneficiary
Yvonne Rodriguez, Reading Recovery and
Descubriendo La Lectura Teacher Leader Trainer
and Assistant Professor in the Reading 
Department at Texas Woman's University, U.S.A.

Providing effective literacy instruction for language-
different learners is one of the many challenges
confronting teachers.  The presenter will focus on
language acquisition issues that impact literacy
attainment and some instructional considerations
when working with language different learners in
Reading Recovery settings.  The information shared
will enable Reading Recovery teachers to analyze
and support the literacy behaviours of language
different learners.

Prior to her Reading Recovery training, Yvonne was
a special education teacher who focused on bilingual
special education issues of instruction and assessment.
Yvonne has made many presentations at the national,
state, and local level on topics such as Multicultural
Education, Early Literacy, Bilingual Special Education
Assessment, Reading Instruction and the ESL child,
and topics relevant to Reading Recovery and
Descubriendo La Lectura educators. She has recently
been elected to the position of president of the
Reading Recovery Council of North America.

Keynote address
Thursday 8th July 4:15 - 5:15 ASB Theatre

Tutoring and learning: Keeping in step
David Wood, Professor of Psychology at the University of
Nottingham

When we observe a teacher tutoring an individual
child, what we see is surely a reflection of two
personalities in action. We may focus in on the teacher,
trying to work out how their actions impact on what
and how the child learns. Or we may concentrate on
the child, and try to figure out how their moods,
actions and reactions influence the way in which the
teacher goes about the task of offering them help and

support. Then, hardest of all, we have to put these
two perspectives together to understand how each
contributes to what we see happening between them.

If we succeed with all of this, we may be able to
identify the critical processes involved in both
effective tutoring and successful learning. Perhaps
we can deepen our understanding as to why teachers
and children in some tutorial interactions, like good
dancers, always seem to be in step with other, while
those in other interactions seem to be dancing to
different tunes. Above all, we might get to know
more about how to enhance our tutoring in order to
benefit learning.

Professor Wood is a developmental psychologist who
has a long-standing interest in the nature of learning
and tutoring. In the field of cognitive psychology
David has studied, worked and published with
Jerome Bruner. His research has included studies of
learning and teaching with pre-school children, deaf
children and children who find learning hard. Most
recently, he has also become involved in the
application of theories of learning and tutoring to
the design and use of ICT.

Keynote address
Saturday 10th July 9:00 - 10:15 ASB Theatre

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS



Variety, diversity, and the 
individual child
Marie Clay

Since 1976 the development of Reading Recovery has
revealed that children having difficulty with literacy
learning have diverse problems and many strengths
and skills.  Annual results tell us how well teachers
with special training and new theoretical explanations
can deliver instruction that takes account of such
individual differences.  Most low-performing children
catch up with their classmates despite their diversity.
 In recent publications Marie calls for new theoretical
and research hypotheses about how to explain to
teachers the changes that occur in the first years of
literacy learning.

Children are very different at school entry and all
find literacy learning confusing at first.  The lucky
ones sort it out quickly and say 'Oh! I see; that's how
it goes!' and you wonder what they discovered.  Most
have a workable theory that carries them forward by
the end of Year 1, but too many remain confused
through year 3.  I had the evidence before 1970: now
I am taking it very seriously.

Marie has kindly agreed to present this featured
session twice. She will also be contributing to the
Administrator sessions and attending the
Tutor/Teacher Leader Forum.

Featured speaker
Thursday 8th July 3:00 - 4:15 NZI Room 1
Seminar series D
Saturday 10th July 10:45 - 12:00 NZI Room 1

Literacy in the preschool 
years
Bridie Raban, Director of the Early Childhood
Consortium, The University of Melbourne, 
Australia.

Children commence school with varied experiences
of literacy from which teachers build and expand
understandings to support early learning.  This session
will draw on findings from research projects that
examined children's knowledge of literacy in home,
community and preschool contexts and consider
implications for effective teaching and learning.

Professor Bridie Raban is currently Director of the
Early Childhood Consortium at The University of
Melbourne. She teaches undergraduate and graduate
students, and contributes to the training of Reading
Recovery Tutors for Victoria and Tasmania.  Respected
both nationally and internationally, Bridie was the
Rapporteur for the OECD team visiting Denmark for
the Thematic Review of Early Childhood Education
and Care and in 1999-2000, was appointed Research
Fellow by Australian Commonwealth Government,
during this time working with policy-makers in
developing a research agenda for the early year’s
education.  She has also published numerous books
and journal articles on language and literacy
development, primary teachers' curriculum change
and development, as well as topics that include
assessment.

Featured Speaker
Thursday 8th July 3:00 - 4:15 NZI Room 2

Ringing Recovery:  The 
experience of a slow 
learner in a complex 
process
Julia Douëtil, Reading Recovery 
Trainer/National Co-ordinator, University of 
London, London, U.K.

Ever wondered what it feels like for the child in
Reading Recovery?  When I was invited to ring the
bells in the village church I thought learning would
be easy, but instead I began to see many parallels
between my struggles and those of the children I
teach in Reading Recovery.  This session will make
you see your learners in a new light, and give you a
taste of an ancient English tradition.

Julia Douëtil came into Reading Recovery in 1992
thinking she knew a bit about teaching children how
to read and write.  She has learned a lot.  The many
years as a primary school teacher, and as a senior
lecturer in one of England's most respected Colleges
of Teacher Education, seem like a distant
apprenticeship for the task of co-ordinating Reading
Recovery across the whole of the British Isles.  Now
based at London University's Institute of Education,
Julia works with children, teachers, Tutors, and
administrators throughout England, Wales, Scotland,
Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland and now
Denmark.

Featured Speaker
Thursday 8th July  3:00 - 4:15 NZI Room 3

FEATURED SPEAKERS



Positioning pleasure and 
engagement at the heart 
of the reading transaction
Pam Macintyre, The University of Melbourne,
Melbourne, Australia.

Reading engagement is crucial to the development
of successful and pleasurable reading.  Drawing on
the work of Hunt, Chambers, and Meek, this session
will explore how best we can position children to
experience the engagement that is central to learning
to become a reader, that is, someone who has the
skills that various texts demand.

Pam Macintyre teaches undergraduate and post-
graduate courses in literacy education, children's and
young adult literature in the Department of Language,
Literacy and Arts Education at The University of
Melbourne and is the editor of the quarterly journal
Viewpoint on books for young adults.  Her research
interests focus on literary texts and the process of
reading engagement.

Featured Speaker
Friday 9th July 1:45 - 3:00 NZI Room 1

Capturing the imagination:
The art of introducing 
books to children
Mary Rosser, State Reading Recovery Trainer,
Education Queensland, Australia.

Stories and storybooks are places where children
weave together the many threads of information and
experiences they draw upon to make sense of their
world and to create meaning from texts. Through
discussions with teachers they explore and unite with
people, places, events, language and literature.

In this presentation participants will have the
opportunity to view, analyze and discuss video clips
of child/teacher interactions which capture the art
of introducing books to children.

Mary Rosser is the State Trainer for Reading Recovery
in Queensland and academic staff member of the
School of Cultural and Language Studies in 
Education at the Queensland University of
Technology. Mary's particular areas of expertise are
in language education and curriculum development.
  She has worked at primary, secondary and tertiary
levels of the education system and has extensive
international experience as a literacy consultant.
Mary’s current research interests focus on analysis of
teaching and learning with particular attention to the
teacher/student interactions that promote powerful
learning.

Featured Speaker
Friday 9th July 1:45 - 3:00  NZI Room 2

Catching on to literacy 
learning
Christine Boocock, Reading Recovery Trainer,
Auckland College of Education, New Zealand.

Reading Recovery teachers work skillfully to assist
children who begin their series of lessons with small
and distinctive repertoires of literacy knowledge.  In
this session we will consider the diverse characteristics
of low scoring children and discuss ways of working
to ensure they make a successful start to literacy
learning.

Christine Boocock is a Trainer based at the National
Reading Recovery Centre, Auckland College of
Education.  She is involved in the training of Trainers
and Tutors at the Centre as well as coordinating
Reading Recovery across New Zealand. Christine has
worked in Reading Recovery since 1983, training first
as a Reading Recovery teacher, then as a Tutor and
a Trainer (in 1994).  Over the last 12 years she has
worked extensively with Reading Recovery colleagues
in the United Kingdom, Canada, the United States,
Australia and New Zealand.

Featured Speaker
Friday 9th July  1:45 - 3:00 NZI Room 3

FEATURED SPEAKERS



PROGRAMME

Day One: Thursday 8th July

8:30 Powhiri (Welcome Ceremony) ASB Theatre

9:00 Opening Address: Barbara Watson

Where to from here? Reflections on the past, the present

and the way ahead

10:15 Morning  tea

10:45 Keynote Address: David Pearson ASB Theatre

12:00 Lunch

1:15 Seminar Series A NZI

2:30 Afternoon tea

3:00 Featured Speaker Sessions NZI

4:15 Keynote Address: Yvonne Rodriguez ASB Theatre

- 5:15

Day Two: Friday 9th July

8:30 Keynote Address: Carol Lyons ASB Theatre

9:45 Seminar Series B (teachers) NZI Rooms

Tutor /Teacher Leader Forum Goodman Fielder

11:00 Morning tea

11:30 Seminar Series C (teachers) NZI Rooms

Tutor/ Teacher Leader Forum Goodman Fielder

12:30 Lunch

1:30 Featured Speaker Sessions NZI Rooms

2:45 Afternoon tea

3:15 Keynote Address: David Booth ASB Theatre

- 4:30

From Institute Reception and Dinner

5:30

Day Three: Saturday 10th July

9:15 Keynote Address: David Wood ASB Theatre

10:30 Morning tea

10:45 Seminar Series D NZI  Rooms

12:00 Lunch

1:30 Seminar Series E NZI Rooms

2:45 Keynote Address: Stuart McNaughton ASB Theatre

4:00 Institute Closing ASB Theatre



The implementation of Reading Recovery in
the Diocese of Wollongong, Australia
This will be a joint presentation by Gregory Whitby, Director of Schools,
Wollongong Diocese and Catheryn Sale, the Reading Recovery Tutor for the
Diocese.

Chair: Janice Farmer-Hailey, Australia

Successful Reading Recovery implementations operate within a framework of
professional development for teachers and support for schools as part of systemic
or school literacy strategies and plans. This address will explore the successful
implementation of Reading Recovery in the case of the Diocese of Wollongong,
Australia. Data will be shared that shows change and growth over a 10 year
implementation. The forum will be open for questions and discussion related
to education system implementations and factors that contribute to the success
of the Reading Recovery programme.

Thursday 8th July 1:15 - 2:30 Reception Lounge Auckland Town Hall

Fitting Foundations
Gwenneth Phillips and Pauline Smith: Educational researchers, NZ

An exploration, based on current research and practice, of early literacy
interventions (Years 1 to 3) that fit together to form the foundation for a failure
free future.

Open session
Thursday 8th July 3:00 - 4:15 Goodman Fielder Room

Reading Recovery: Principals’ perspectives
Anne Simpson, Trainer, Texas Woman’s University, Texas, U.S.A

Chair: Louis Guy, NZ

School leaders play an important role in the effective implementation of Reading
Recovery. Participants will discuss ten essential components that principals must
address to ensure successful Reading Recovery programmes in their schools.
The discussion will highlight international perspectives, issues, and solutions
that contribute both to student and programme success.

Friday 9th July 9:45 - 11:00 Reception Lounge Auckland Town Hall

The literacy strategy in New Zealand
Anne Alkema, Manager, Literacy and Numeracy Strategy, Ministry of Education

Chair: Dianne Stuart, Canada

This session will focus on the current direction of the Literacy Strategy and the
evidence base being used for this.  It will include discussion on the role of
Reading Recovery within the Strategy.

Friday 9th July 11:30 – 12:30 Reception Lounge Auckland Town Hall

Implementation of Reading Recovery:
International perspectives
Sue Burroughs-Lange (UK), Blair Koefoed (NZ), Jann Farmer-Hailey (Australia),
Dianne Stuart (Canada), M. Trika Smith-Burke (USA, Chair)

There are four structural components in the design of Reading Recovery:  the
instruction of children, staff development, monitoring and evaluation, research
and development.  The implementation of Reading Recovery across all components
must be sensitive to the culture and structure of educational systems, since
implementing and eventually institutionalizing the Reading Recovery model of
early literacy intervention as an innovation in a system is such a major undertaking,
given the complex design of the model.  A panel of Trainers from Australia,
Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and the United States will discuss
similarities and differences in implementation of Reading Recovery across
systems.  Then the forum will be open to questions and discussion with the
audience. Marie Clay will contribute to the discussion.

Friday 9th July 1:45 - 3:00     Reception Lounge Auckland Town Hall

Closing the achievement gap with Reading
Recovery: An example from an early intervention
Francisco X. Gómez Bellengé. Director, National Data Evaluation Center, and
Emily Rodgers, Assistant Professor, The Ohio State University, U.S.A.

Chair: Sue Duncan, U.S.A.

According to national research, a literacy achievement gap exists in the United
States among children along economic and race lines. Evidence will be shared
from two studies that show Reading Recovery students are closing this gap and
that Reading Recovery was an important factor in their progress.

Saturday 10th July  10:45 - 12:00         Reception Lounge Auckland Town Hall

Scientific research: The politics of education
and what works
Robert M. Schwartz, Professor and Reading Recovery Trainer, Oakland University,
Michigan, U.S.A.

Chair: Blair Koefoed, NZ

Federal legislation in the U.S. calls for funding of researched based programs.
This mandate places primary emphasis on experimental studies. We will discuss
experimental studies that both criticize and support Reading Recovery including
our own experimental study of Reading Recovery effects and outcomes.

Saturday 10th July  1:15 - 2:30 Reception Lounge Auckland Town Hall

ADMINISTRATOR SERIES

All sessions in the Reception Lounge, Level 2, Auckland Town Hall except
where indicated

Day One: Thursday 8th July

1:15 - 2:30 pm Introductions
Address: Greg Whitby & Catheryn Sale

3:00 - 4:15 pm Fitting Foundations: Gwen Phillips & Pauline Smith
Goodman Fielder Room

Day Two: Friday 9th July

9:45 - 11:00 am Principal's Perspectives: Ann Simpson

11:30 - 12:30 am New Zealand Literacy Strategy: Anne Alkema,

1:45 - 3:00 pm Implementation: Reading Recovery Trainer Panel

Day Three: Saturday 10th July

10:45 - 12 noon Closing the Achievement Gap:
Francisco Gomez- Bellenge & Emily Rogers

1:30 - 2:45 pm Scientific Research: Bob Schwartz

ADMINISTRATOR SERIES



DAY ONE  Thursday 8th July

SEMINAR SERIES A
Teaching for comprehension: 
The demands of texts
Gay Su Pinnell, Professor of Language, Literacy and Culture and

Patricia L. Scharer, Professor of Language, Literacy and Culture, The Ohio
State University, Columbus, U.S.A.

The presenters will focus on the interrelated processes related to comprehending
texts. A complex theory of comprehending underlies instruction that supports
young readers in thinking actively as they process texts. It is essential for
teachers to engage children in conversation before and after reading in order
to support their thinking about the texts they read. Participants will analyse
texts and discuss applications to the Reading Recovery lessons.

Thursday 8th July  1:15 - 2:30 NZI Room 1

Building capacity at the school level: 
Why school teams are essential
Mary Anne Doyle, Reading Recovery Trainer, University of Connecticut,
U.S.A.

This session will review the rationale and procedures for strengthening the
implementation of Reading Recovery in our schools by establishing and
supporting school teams.

Thursday 8th July  1:15 - 2:30 NZI Room 2

Dinah’s tooth or dinosaur:  
Fiction and non-fiction for young readers
Angela Hobsbaum, Reading Recovery Trainer, Institute of Education, University
of London, U.K.

Most early reading books are story books, rather than non-fiction.  Narrative
may be a more familiar genre, but recent research has investigated why
some boys seem to prefer non-fiction.  With more varied information books
now being published, could we make more use of non-fiction to encourage
boys to read?

Thursday 8th July  1:15 - 2:30 NZI Room 3

Fluency, comprehension and problem solving:
Why one ‘working system’ is not enough
Robert M. Schwartz, Chair Department of Reading and Language Arts,
Oakland University, Rochester, Michigan, U.S.A.

We will discuss ‘working systems’ as a way to understand literacy processing,
the types of working systems that support young children to read fluently,
comprehend texts and problem solve in reading and writing, and how to
help children develop these systems in Reading Recovery lessons.

Thursday 8th July  1:15 - 2:30 NZI Room 4

Learning to compose: Going from thoughts
and ideas to a message
Andrea Chalmers, Reading Recovery Trainer, Department of Education and
Training, Victoria, Australia.

This session will explore the understandings gained from a small descriptive
study undertaken to observe what occurs when expert teachers work with
children in a one-on-one tutoring context to elicit a message to be recorded.
Identified teacher moves will be explained and discussed.

Thursday 8th July  1:15 - 2:30 NZI Room 5

The nature of professional conversations
between Reading Recovery teachers and the
school community
Ellen Hauser, Reading Recovery Trainer in Training, New York University,
U.S.A.

Literature on effective schools highlights the value of professional learning
communities within the school context. This presentation outlines the findings
of a recent research project that looked at the content and nature of professional
conversations between Reading Recovery teachers and their school community
colleagues with particular reference to the Reading Recovery teacher team
and the year 1 classroom teachers. The findings offer an insight into structures
that support these interactions.

Thursday 8th July 1:15 - 2:30 NZI Room 6

“The Great Divide”:  
Transition from level 2 to level 3 with support
Kendall Gibson, Reading Recovery Tutor, Wellington College of Education,
New Zealand.

One and two lines caption books provide limited opportunities for the
beginning reader to learn to use more complex early reading behaviours.
Level 3 texts present many more opportunities.  This session will discuss ways
in which Reading Recovery teachers can assist the very few students who
need more support to successfully make the transition to level 3.

Thursday 8th July 1:15 - 2:30       Goodman Fielder

Effects of culturally appropriate texts and
culturally inclusive pedagogy on reading and
writing acquisition of indigenous students

Julie Bliss, Reading Recovery Tutor, Queensland, Australia.

This session investigates the question: Do culturally appropriate texts and 
culturally inclusive pedagogy affect reading and writing acquisition of
indigenous students?  Reading Recovery in Queensland produced and trialled
texts for indigenous students and investigated the effects of a teaching
approach that identified and took advantage of the strengths of indigenous
students.

Thursday 8th July 1:15 - 2:30      Durafort/Mercury



DAY TWO  Friday 9th July

TUTOR/TEACHER LEADER
FORUM
Chair:  Jill Stephenson, New Zealand

Tutors and Teacher Leaders from the many different education systems in
which Reading Recovery operates will be able to meet with their international
colleagues from around the world.

Within the four hours there will be opportunities to mingle, discuss and share
issues and topics of common professional interest, hear about the interesting
work colleagues are doing and listen to speakers talk particularly about their
role in Reading Recovery.

Friday 9th July 9:45 - 12:30 Goodman Fielder Room

SEMINAR SERIES B
Working with the hardest to teach in Reading
Recovery
Janice Farmer-Hailey, New South Wales Department of Education and Training,
Australia

Tentativeness, flexibility and problem solving are central tenets of Reading
Recovery. In this session, teachers will have the opportunity to explore the
development of these teaching qualities when working with the most challenging
children, through the analysis of videoed lessons, running records and
transcripts.

Friday 9th July 9:45 – 11:00 NZI Room 1

Change over time in writing
Irene Huggins, Reading Recovery Trainer/Coordinator, Western Canadian
Institute of Reading Recovery, Winnipeg, Canada

In their interactions with children, Reading Recovery teachers support and
encourage children’s attempts to try longer words and to write more complex
sentences. This session will examine the change over time in story writing
and the opportunities for solving words in the writing component of the
Reading Recovery lesson. By examining the work pages, the child’s stories,
and the lesson records, the role of the teacher will be explored.

Friday 9th July        9:45 - 11:00 NZI Room 2

Running Records:  A voyage of discovery.
What does the landscape reveal?

Ann McCullough, State Reading Recovery Trainer, Education Queensland,
Australia

This session will provide participants with the opportunity to revisit and 
reconsider the value of running records in providing insight into children’s 
literacy processing and the strategic activity children use when problem
solving on texts.  Participants will view, analyze and discuss video clips and
transcripts from a series of Reading Recovery lessons to consider how and
when these insights can support contingent teaching and maximize learning
opportunities for children.

“The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking a new landscape, but
in having new eyes.”          Marcel Proust

Friday 9th July 9:45 - 11:00 NZI Room 3

Children’s cognitive strategies for literacy:
The changing teacher’s role
Sue Burroughs-Lange, Reading Recovery Trainer, Institute of Education,
University of London, U.K.

Children need to construct their own cognitive working systems for fluent
processing and problem solving in reading and writing.   With reference to
the prompts in the Reading Recovery guidebook this session will consider
how the teachers’ role has to change contingently as children progress.

Friday 9th July 9:45 - 11:00 NZI Room 4

Speeding up the processing
Julia Douëtil, Reading Recovery Trainer/National Co-ordinator, University of
London, UK.

Lessons going overtime?  Books too often only part-read?  Children getting
there but agonizingly slow?  If that sounds familiar, this session for Reading
Recovery Teachers and Tutors tries to get beneath the surface of teaching for
phrasing in fluent reading to what might be causing slow processing, and
some of the things we might need to do about it.

Friday 9th July 9:45 - 11:00 NZI Room 5

The practice page ~ Towards a collaborative
partnership
Sue Bodman, Reading Recovery Trainer, Institute of Education, University of
London, U.K.

What is the role of the practice page in writing?  How does it provide a
window on the child’s thinking? Using examples of children’s writing, this
session explores the role of the practice page in developing fluent writing
and phonemic awareness and reviews the constructive learning opportunities
offered during the writing procedure.

Friday 9th July 9:45 - 11:00  NZI Room 6

Identifying efficient processing across the
Reading Recovery lesson
Joanne Lofaso, Director and Trainer, Reading Recovery Project, New York
University, U.S.A.

Following a brief description of the child, participants will predict characteristics
of efficient processing.  After viewing excerts from the lesson, participants
will

• identify examples of efficient processing in reading and writing

• analyze teaching for efficient processing in reading and writing

• make suggestions for more powerful teaching

Friday 9th July 9:45-11:00 Durafort/Mercury



DAY TWO  Friday 9th July

SEMINAR SERIES C
Please note that these sessions may run 10 minutes into the lunch break.

Teaching with a sense of urgency
Heather Turpin, Reading Recovery Trainer, Victoria, Australia.

1 Reading Recovery Programme:  20 weeks x 5 lessons = 100 lessons; 100
lessons x 30 minutes = 50 hours; 50 hours = 2 weeks of classroom teaching
time.  The challenge facing every Reading Recovery teacher is how to
effectively and efficiently use learning opportunities presented during the
lesson. This session will provide teachers with an opportunity to explore ways
of meeting this important challenge.

Friday 9th July 11:30 - 12:40 NZI Room 1

The role of phrased and fluent reading in
building an effective processing system

Connie Briggs, Trainer and Director of the Kansas Regional Reading Recovery
Program, Emporia State University, Kansas, U.S.A.

This presentation will explore the importance of phrasing and fluency as an
integral part of building an effective processing system. The following questions
will be answered in this session: What is phrased and fluent reading? What
are the parts of it? How do we teach for it?

Friday 9th July 11:30 - 12:40 NZI Room 2

Linked pathways:  Effective teaching for
effective processing in reading and writing
Barbara Watson, Reading Recovery Trainer, New Zealand

In this session we will explore ways to assist children through quality teaching
to become more effective as active, constructive readers and writers, able
to take their own learning further in every encounter with both literacy activities.

Friday 9th July 11:30 - 12:40   NZI Room 3

Writing: A daily essential for Reading Recovery
Floretta Thornton-Reid, Reading Recovery Trainer, Georgia State University,
U.S.A.

The session will explore teaching to facilitate change over time in children’s
writing to ensure that the child gains what Clay (2001, p. 26) describes as,
‘Fluent control of writing sentences and be well prepared to produce stories
of greater length and quality back in their classrooms’.

Friday 9th July 11:30 -12:40 NZI Room 4

Lesson records:  Incisive comments - the key
to accelerated learning
Sue Taylor, Trainer, Institute of Education, University of London, U.K.

I argue that the “comments” section of lesson records is of vital importance
to enhance our teaching in Reading Recovery.  Focusing on changes in a
teacher’s use of this section of the record as she gains experience during her
training year, this presentation will show how a change in use enhanced
acceleration in a child’s Reading Recovery programme. But why?  Skilled
observation and accurate description are not enough; but focusing on the
How and the Why of children’s processing can lead to incisive decisions,
resulting in greater acceleration and earlier discontinuation.

Friday 9th July       11:30 - 12:40 NZI Room 5

Raising readers:  A shared approach to
Reading Recovery
Lynne Munsie, Reading Recovery Trainer/Co-ordinator, New South Wales
Department of Education and Training, Australia.

This session will explore ways in which support personnel in schools can
assist Reading Recovery children during their series of lessons.  The presenter
will illustrate one system’s approach to providing additional support to Reading
Recovery children back in the classroom.

Friday 9th July     11:30 - 12:40            NZI Room 6

Powerful teaching interactions in writing:
Lessons from teachers
Allyson Matczuk, Reading Recovery Trainer in Training, Canadian Institute
of Reading Recovery, Canada

How do effective teachers support change in the writing development of their
students? Drawing on the results of a recent study we will examine the
characteristics of the teaching interactions that lead to successful learning.

Friday 9th July        11:30 - 12:40 Durafort/Mercury



DAY THREE  Saturday 10th July

SEMINAR SERIES D
Variety, diversity, and the individual child
Marie Clay

Children are very different at school entry and all find literacy learning
confusing at first.  The lucky ones sort it out quickly and say 'Oh! I see; that's
how it goes!' and you wonder what they discovered.  Most have a workable
theory that carries them forward by the end of Year 1, but too many remain
confused through year 3.  I had the evidence before 1970: now I am taking
it very seriously.

Saturday 10th July   10:45 - 12:00 NZI Room 1

The cognitive, emotional and social aspects
of learning
Carol Lyons, Reading Recovery Trainer, The Ohio State University, U.S.A.

A look at the critical role that emotion plays in learning to read and write.

Saturday 10th July 10:45 - 12:00 NZI Room 2

Using teacher language that supports
independent strategic processing
Maribeth C. Schmitt, Professor of Literacy and Language and Reading Recovery
Trainer, Purdue University, West Lafayette, U.S.A.

In this session, participants will explore how they might use teacher language
in a way that supports independent problem solving and strategic processing
rather than dependence on the teacher.

Saturday 10th July 10:45 - 12:00 NZI Room 3

‘I learnded to read’ : The role of structure in
becoming literate
Blair Koefoed, Reading Recovery Trainer, Auckland College of Education,
New Zealand.

This is a discussion of the relationship between the language of the little books
and the language of the children who use them to learn to read.  Marie Clay’s
close observation of children at the early stages of learning to read using
“little books” uncovered the large part played by their implicit awareness of
the structures of language.  In this session we turn our attention to understanding
more about this very powerful source of information – called structure,
grammar, or syntax – and with particular reference to Reading Recovery
lessons discuss how to help children develop and use this awareness.

Saturday 10th July 10:45 - 12:00 NZI Room 4

Phrasing: The ability to ‘package print’
Clare Burns, Reading Recovery Tutor, Department of Education, Victoria,
Australia.

Oral reading that is phrased and fluent requires explicit teaching and must
be an instructional emphasis from the onset of the intervention. This session
will focus on phrasing, demonstrating the interplay between meaning and
structure. Participants will explore how the ‘packaging of print’, through
parsing of text into meaningful units, supports students in their construction
of meaning.

Saturday 10th July 10:45 - 12:00 NZI Room 5

A special kind of scaffold ~ handing over the
writing task
Gaynor Brimble, Reading Recovery Tutor, Newport Education Authority,
Wales, U.K.  and Sue Bodman, Reading Recovery Trainer, Institute of Education,
London, U.K.

This session examines teacher talk during the writing procedure.  Using
examples of child-teacher interaction the session will investigate how clarity
of child-prompt match is a critical aspect of effective teaching and learning
in Reading Recovery.

Saturday 10th July 10:45 - 12:00 NZI Room 6

Book introductions ~ especially for English
language learners
Jill Stephenson, Reading Recovery Tutor, Auckland College of Education,
New Zealand

“The teacher must be the expert chooser and sequencer of the texts for a
Reading Recovery pupil - this is critical.” (Clay, 1993).  This session will
explore factors to consider when choosing and introducing the new book
and during the first reading of the book.

Saturday 10th July 10:45 - 12:00     Goodman Fielder

“I taught Spot to whistle.” “I can’t hear him
whistling.” “I said I taught him, I didn’t say
he learned it.”
Lorraine Gates, Reading Recovery Tutor, Hammersmith and Fulham Education
Authority, London, U.K.

This session will provide an opportunity for Reading Recovery teachers to
investigate the effectiveness of their teaching practice for children in the
programme.  Are we able to teach children how to learn effective processing
strategies, enabling them to become active, independent readers and writers
who learn more by reading and writing  continuous text?

Saturday 10th July 10:45 - 12:00 Durafort/Mercury

Roaming around the known
Lyne Legault, Reading Recovery Trainer, Ontario Institute of Studies in Education,
University of Toronto, Canada

This session will examine the opportunities provided in the first two weeks
of a Reading Recovery child’s lesson to explore and work with what the child
knows.

Saturday 10th July 10:45 - 12:00 Auckland Harbour Board



SEMINAR SERIES E
Oral language and literacy development
Adria F. Klein & Barbara Schubert, Reading Recovery Trainers, Saint Mary’s
College University Training Site, Redlands, California, U.S.A.

Effective teaching of young children is linked to the direct connection between
language and literacy development. Clay (1991, p. 38) said: "If children
have been slow to acquire speech or have been offered fewer opportunities
to hold conversations, there can be limitations in the grammar they control,
which might mean they have difficulties with comprehending oral and written
language."   This session will look at the links between oral language and
literacy development and suggest implications for instruction.

Saturday 10th July  1:30 - 2:45 NZI Room 1

Teaching contingently in the writing component
of the Reading Recovery lesson
Mary K. Lose, Assistant Professor of Reading, Director and Trainer, Oakland
University, Reading Recovery Center, Rochester, Michigan, U.S.A.

To teach contingently in writing skilled teachers must make a series of decisions
as they adapt and adjust the demands of the writing task to the learner.
Questions include the following: What should I teach? How much help should
I provide? How should I support the learner?  Should I intervene or let the
child go it alone? Was the task too easy, too hard, or just right? Was the
timing right? It’s easy to ask the questions, but far more difficult to put into
practice. In this session, we will explore what it means to teach contingently
in writing. Videos and transcripts are used as illustrations.

Saturday 10th July  1:30 - 2:45 NZI Room 2

Going beyond the information
Janet Scull, Reading Recovery Trainer, The University of Melbourne, Australia

This session will consider how teachers might support students to, ‘go beyond
the information given’ (Bruner, 1974) as they make connections between the
known and the new in early literacy learning. Using children’s early writing
as a context for discussion, the importance of discovery and making inferences
and connections will be explored to maximize learning opportunities in
Reading Recovery lessons.

Saturday 10th July     1:30 - 2:45           NZI Room 3

Comprehending comprehension: What does
it mean?
Clifford I. Johnson, Georgia State University, Georgia, U.S.A.

This session will challenge the conventional wisdom of what it means to
comprehend. As Reading Recovery professionals we are often challenged
to respond to the criticism that, ‘Reading Recovery does not teach
comprehension.’ During this session, the speaker will talk about the Reading
Recovery lesson and the processes and procedures used by the teacher to
help children construct meaning from text. This will be contrasted with the
popular confusion regarding the differences between teaching reading as
a meaning making process and measuring comprehension as a product of
reading.

Saturday 10th July 1:30 - 2:45    NZI Room 4

To understand or not to understand : “Shared
understandings!  The challenge of knowing
what we mean when translating Reading
Recovery into Danish.”
Kirsten Wangebo, Trainer, CVU Copenhagen and North Zealand, Copenhagen,
Denmark

Language is a source of mutual construction of meaning and understandings.
 How can we know if we have a common understanding of the words of
Reading Recovery?  In this session, I describe my experiences on language
issues and some challenges of the present redevelopment of Reading Recovery
into the Danish language and educational culture.

Saturday 10th July 1:30 - 2:45        NZI Room 5

Assessing and teaching for oral reading
fluency with primary grade students
Jerry Zutell, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A.

This presentation will focus on: 1) Characteristics of fluency, 2) An observation
system and scale for assessment, 3) Specific activities to encourage and
practise reading in a fluent manner, 4) Characteristics of Tutors successful in
increasing student fluency. Points will be supported by student examples.
Questions and discussion will be encouraged.

Saturday 10th July 1:30 - 2:45        NZI Room 6

Tutoring in Reading Recovery:  
Reflections on Boston
David Wood, Professor of Psychology and Director of the Learning Sciences
Research Institute, University of Nottingham, Nottingham, U.K.

After presenting a paper on tutoring theory at the Teacher Leader Institute
meeting in Boston, I was left to reflect on comments from institute participants
that revealed gaps in my thinking.  I will identify these at the fifth Institute
inviting an exchange of views on my efforts to bridge theory and practice.

Saturday 10th July      1:30 - 2:45     Goodman Fielder

Reading Recovery for deaf children: Their
achievement and the teaching interactions
that support their literacy learning
Ann Charlesworth, the University of Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.

An overview of a Ph.D. investigation about deaf children on Reading Recovery
programmes will be given. Stage one involved the comparison of achievement
between deaf and hearing children. Stage two identified similarities and
differences in teaching between both groups of teachers. The conclusions
and recommendations arising from the research will be shared and discussed.

Saturday 10th July       1:30 - 2:45               Durafort/Mercury

Building on the “scribblative” art with the
child in 10 minutes.  What can we do to
encourage phrasing in fluent writing?
Chris Dingley, Consultant for Reading Recovery/ Reading Recovery Tutor,
Surrey, United Kingdom.

The session will look at the reciprocity of oral language with writing and
explore ways to make writing fun.  It will consider "whether, once we begin
to work with a code it is advantageous to be consistently challenged to drive
in a higher gear." (Clay, 2001).

Saturday 10th July      1:30 - 2:45       Auckland Harbour Board

DAY THREE  Saturday  10th July
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Instititute. We warmly thank all those involved.
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Addis Cutting Service Ltd, Buds & Bows Florist,
Bunnings Warehouse, Craig Potton Publishing,
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Fresh Flowers Ltd, Ian Blackwell Souvenirs, The
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Individuals:
Barbara Brodien, Lindsay Hyde, Allyson Matczuk,
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